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il When a Tree Falls Everyone Needs
' Maximizing the Local Value of Timber Management on
Wisconsin’s County Forests

to Hear It [

Scott Walter, Regional Biologist
| Ruffed Grouse Society/American Woodcock Society
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research sheddlng Ilght on the value of Young Forests
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An old d|chotomy /‘? AR
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”Young Forest Blrds ”Forest Interlor Birds”

- Need brushy areas - Need blocks of
mature forest
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4 Blrds see the trees inside the forest: The potential impacts of changes
W lin forest composition on songbirds during spring migration

A ‘( Eric M. Wood *, Anna M. Pidgeon, Feng Liu, David |. Mladenoff

‘ Depanmem of Forest and Wildlife Ecology. University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1630 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706, USA
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E.M. Wood et al. /Forest Ecology and Management 280 (2012) 176-186
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I gratmg blrds utlllze young forests to escape predators

F i IF J 1 A SERVICE OF THE OUTDOOR WIRE DIGITAL NETWORK WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2015
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How Do Migrating Birds Avoid Predators While Fueling Up?
Wednesday September 16,2015 | [} E2

Birds stopping for a break during their grueling migratory flights face a
difficult tradeoff: They need to fuel up with food as efficiently as
possible, but they need to avoid predators while they do it. To learn
more about how they make these choices about food availability and
predator risk, Jennifer McCabe and Brian Olsen of the University of
Maine's Climate Change Institute spent two years capturing birds during
fall migration along the coast of Maine. Their results, published in The
Auk: Ornithological Advances, show that overall birds prefer to stop in
habitat with plenty of dense vegetation in which they can hide from
predators such as hawks. However, the longer the migration a bird is

facing, the more likely it is to take risks in order to fill up with high-
neray fruit. Researcher Jennifer McCabe releases a robin
g/ P caught in a mist net as part of the study. Image
credit: University of Maine
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The six sites they monitored in 2011 and 2012 on Maine's coastal

headlands and islands fell into two categories. At some, there was no

conflict between food availability and shelter from predators—birds could get both at the same time. However,
at others, birds could only access the best food resources by venturing out into the open. Over the course of
their two-year study, McCabe and Olsen captured almost 10,000 birds belonging to 28 species, and they found
that bird abundance was higher overall in sites that didn't force a tradeoff. The authors speculate that migrants
quickly assess a site's safety and productivity, and if a tradeoff is required, they soon move on.

While previous studies had looked at how individual species responded to these competing pressures, McCabe
and Olsen's study is unique in that it encompassed all the fruit-eating migratory birds in the area. "The neatest
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Dlverse forests support outdoor recreatlon bolstermg
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Sustalnable Forestry is an ECnomle Engme in Wisconsin: [
v 59,500 jobs

v $22.3 billion in products
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Indiana Forest Alliance * Wild Indiana Campaign *
6-minute testimonial

. Indiana Forest Alliance (IFA)
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L e s %l v 1/ 3 acre I|m|t on canopy gaps
§“ v CIa55|ﬁes state forests as:
e e Reserves
TN ——— o 90,000 - 120,000 ac
o No Timber Harvest
Parklands
o 70,000 -90,000 ac

Targeted timber extraction
Woodlands
o 100,000 — 150,000 ac
o Sustainable timber harvest

Macch 2012
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Aspen, Statewide (FIA)
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Partnershlps- Keepl'ng the Pedal to the Metal

in Young Forest Partnersh‘

e
5 o

WISCONSIN

tps//younglorestoeg DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES ,-

Visconsin Young Forest Partnership

TR 2 L . ERICAN BIRD

ate fresh habitat for woodcock and gokden-winged warblers, and moce thas 60x«r«u wildite wil quickly

= vy ey [ NSERVANCY
Do, That’s the 6 crcapt guiding the Wiscomsin Young Forest Partnership (WYTS), in which fedecal and stat - 4

agencies, wikdife and forestry organizations, timber companies, and private landow n«sn joined forces to hﬂrq - 3

more young forest to the Badger State. “ ; .

News! Scott Walter, biologist Woodcock Sockety,
mmmnmhnmmnmwmmmv

WA scariots note Uha goiden winged warbler sod " . Partnership.
wdcock numbers ave dropped by more than

Best Management
Practices
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Partnershlps- Keeplng the Pedal to the Metal
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Ursted States Ovcwrtment of Agricuttare

Regond Conservation Partnersiip Program
Inproving Forest Healb for Willlife

The Rugtoral Cormervation Partrerstep Progeam (RCPP)
& aspecid effort 1o bulld young forest habitat in twenty
mmmmmmnm The Nazural
Rewurces G Service, i
MMMMy-ﬁaﬁ:mmm

planning '-Mmlo
et throxgh the &
mwm&-w*hmmuhu
an-Winged Warbler and alo benefit Ruffed Grouse, Wood-
cock, and White-tailed Deer.

Thioagh RCPPEQIP, NRCS and partrers will help with proy-
ects Tt ben et wikdlife, purticularly Se Gobden-Winged
Warbler. This forest dependent bisd b in ducline and bere-
fits from the creation or improvernent of young forest habi.
L Landowns with extensive arvas of alder growing dong
weetland areas o who hive laege blecks of even-aged aipen
harve the best cpportursties to cwate young forest hatitat

-Leverage for $5 million to | I EEEEm

Wands provides excellent habitat for 4 diverie min of wildiife,

nchuding more wikiife edige, increased cover dvenity, and

enhance YF habitat in |} Ecs———"—"y

o CBartachgubebindiorg. Forest owners with an wdsting

s forest managerrent pls in placs will b & high priceity for
. funding. Technical mustance for forest plan development &
i sho waiable.
|

This RCPP project is bulll through the efferts of many
o J ] B . \ nechem Wisconun partners foe comervation. The goaki are
- 1 e a ¢ Yd; Y | & 10 increase e quariity and ingrove the cualty of young
. Y 2 : : . forests. Wisconuin RCPP partren include the USOA Natuel
. Rewusces Conservation Services, American Bird Conservancy,
B
%

US. Forest Service, LS Fish and Wilkdife Service, Wacormiis

$ bay
o Dept of Natural Resources, Wisconuin County Forests Asock-

ation, Ruffed Grouse Society, Wikiife Management invitute,
and othe: crganuason.

Additional information about EQIP snd RCPP, inchuding an
apglication form and the kecation of your lecal NRCS office,
iy be found st waww.mi e usde oo,
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HABITAT PROJECT
FUNDED BY THE

Ruffed
Grouse Society
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{ *Since 1985:

{ v53projects \ %ﬁf"ﬁ‘?
| v $497,326 L R R ‘
- 105 658 acres f[, o 5

Ashland County Forestry
& Recreation Department
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Class ACT Charter School
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HABITAT PROJECT
FUNDED BY THE
Ruffed
Grouse Society
Ashland County Forestry
& Recreation Department
Class ACT Charter School
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-RGS, Ashland County,
Charter School.

Traéy Lake Grouse P'r
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Ex 2017 DF PI'OjeCt
-Promoting Grouse Management Areas
on Wisconsin County Forests
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DNR Home Contact DNR DNR Online Serwces Ke Topics ‘ Ml gO\/

Michigan
Department of
Natural Resources

4 About the DNR
DNR ' HUNTING & TRAPPING ' WHERE CAN | HUNT? ' GEMS HUNTING LOCATIONS

+ Camping &
S Recreation :
GEMS Hunting Locator Map
v D 'Commissions, Boards
4 " and Committees

4 .
:
M Education & Outreach GE mtnh-m-dmwmm

sbanced Mansgemeet Stes

Fishing

B Hunting & Trapping
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v' Marketing campaign to educate public
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Possmle Collaboration: Motorlzed Forestry Tour
v Goal Educate/engage surrounding private landowners.

et Price County Forestry Department
L’lt;_,rq Self-Guided Forest Management Tour Series
=g Aspen Regeneration

Through octive foreat mansgesent, kmdomnars can increase the scovamic, ossthelic, and recreationa) vafue of their
fands, whity increosing the hatitor bose for @ diverse mild\fe The Self. o Forest e Teur
Serhes is Intanded o allow losdownivs fo wew end expeninroe a sonely of et manogeownl practices 2o aiskit them

in develophig sanogemint opliogs oad e1ogng i apprepnoly fovei! munogement as thelr ome forested acres.

Stop 3: Contnan Rorth from
Sicps 2 dersg Bk Coonk A
After 1Am, tum belt onto
Boidpe el Alter 304, hook
for “Aapen 3 sign on rght.

Stop 1: Thiz aspen stand was harvested in 2014, Azpen regenerstes Dy sending thousands of suckers
- per acre up from its root system, and requires ful
1 N sunlight to grow. Removing oider trees vis intarcive
* \ harvests when they resch econcmic matunty is therefore
the bast mearc of maintaining aspen aza P of
your forest. The dence young forast that resuts provides
habitat for 8 diverse assemblage of wildlife species that
would not have been prezent in the preceding older
forest, sbundant winter browse for deer, and protactive
cover for young and migrating songbirds. Lesving
residus] standing trees az singing perches can aiso allow
use by zpecies such 85 the rare golden-winged warbler.

Stop 2: This stand was harvested in 2008, and has reached
the point where it provides prime cover for ruffed growse,
American woedcock, and other wildife species that depend
upon dense young forest habitats. Evident is the self-
thinning process that naturally occurs 8z indwidual aspen
stems compete with one snather for sunlight. This gradusi
Pprocess results in dramatic changes in the structure of
azpen stands through time. Also present iz a scattered
understory of hazel and winterberry, both of which provice
food rescurces and enhance the protective cover of this
stand for wildiife.

Stop 3: Thiz aspen stand, Mrve:tea in 1983, will be resching economic matunity in the next 10-13
years. It now resambies an older forest, with fewer, more
widely-spaced trees, and provides quaity nesting cover and
winter food for rutfed grouse, as weil a5 habitat for widifs
species requiring mature forest habitat. Rotating harvest
smong biccks of aspen enzures all age caszes are present on
the landscape at any one time, and harvesting in biocks no
Isrger than 10 acras will incresse habitat interspersion. If not
regensrated, Bspen wil be repisced by Ister-successions| tree
species, sacrifizing the long-term diversity in this landscape.

Stop 2: From St &, contru
Weit 14 o gl
Grade . Tumn right cate
Raock Crewk R Trureel Noth
L1Ami. Look for “Agen 27
sigaon right.

Stop 1: 8.5 Noath of
Philips 0a Hwy. 13, s iwh
oo Lurncel Geade Rd.
Te A“J \‘hv' 120 Lock for

2" sy enrign
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4 Reminder:




